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SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDI 


“There are men who give their lives to theology and yet do not 
understand it, who have written books about the languages of the Old 
and New Testaments without comprehending the truths of divine 
revelation. But whether you are a doctor of philosophy or left school 
after the fourth grade, all the study in the world will never give you 
a knowledge of spiritual things. If you are to comprehend the Truth 
of God, you must lay down your arms in unconditional surrender to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. You must admit your lost condition, recognize 
the nothingness of your character in the sight of God, and stand as a 
naked, helpless bankrupt before the cross of Christ. You must recog- 
nize that human merit is no factor in salvation, and that God can take 
you from the door of Hell to the throne of Heaven only by His grace 
because He loved you and established the basis of salvation by giving 
His Son to die for you on the cross.” 


—Donald Grey Barnhouse 
GOD’S GRACE, Eerdmans 
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This issue of the Journal contains 
things devotional, things deep and 
things disquieting. Chief among the 
latter is the penetrating reminder by 
the Rev. Mr. Scott (p. 7) that we min- 
isters who can barely remember 
“b’reshith bara elohim hashamayim 
w’eth ha’ares” are neglecting our pri- 
mary business. On p. 5 Dr. J. B. Green 
offers another of his inimitable ser- 
monic studies . . . And on p. 15 Dr. 
Gutzke’s final lesson in the Circle 
Bible Studies for 1959-60 appears. 





Speaking of Dr. Gutzke, it is with 
pleasure that we announce that his 
Circle Bible Study series in Philippians, 
(1960-61), will begin in the Septem- 
ber 14th issue of the Journal with 
“Saints In Christ Jesus,’”’ the October 
lesson. Women of the Church organi- 
zations will want to order their Jour- 
nal subscriptions now. 





And speaking of ordering Journal 
subscriptions we are reminded that 
early in the fall congregations will be 
studying their budget requirements 
for next year. Now is the time to 
begin the “Every Family” subscription 
plan, in order that Circle members, 
for instance, will not miss a single 
one of Dr. Gutzke’s fine studies. The 
“Every Family Plan” cost is $2 per 
family and churches that have placed 
this item in their regular budgets have 
discovered that the money comes back 
several times over. 


Three young people of the Hazel- 
hurst, Miss., Presbyterian Church have 
recently claimed the Journal award of 
a beautiful King James Bible for re- 
citing the Shorter Catechism perfectly. 
They are: Linda Owens, Ford Williams, 
Adrianne DeYoung. Congratulations! 





It is vastly better to try to do some- 
thing and fail than to try to do noth- 
ing and succeed.—Selected. 
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News ROUNDUP 











NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Equipment 
needed on Presbyterian U. S. Mission 
fields — anything from a wood stove 
to an aircraft radio — is listed in the 
authorized 1960-1961 Board of World 
Missions “personalized giving’’ list, 
just off the press . .. The list was 
published for the second consecutive 
year at the request of groups planning 
their 1960-1961 projects. It is avail- 
able to interested groups or individuals 
from the Definite Objects Dept., Board 
of World Missions, Box 330, Nashville 
1, Tenn. 





TAIWAN — The fortress island of 
Quemoy is once again in the news 
with the recent resumption of shelling 
by the Reds on the nearby mainland. 
This spring Quemoy’s garrison of 2,000 
officers and men received a very spe- 
cial consignment of TNT (The New 
Testament) in honor of Madam Chiang 
Kai-shek’s birthday. The Testaments 
were presented in her behalf by the 
representative of The Pocket Testa- 
ment League, Andrew Loo. 


It had been eight years since a 
three-man PTL team had last visited 
Quemoy to distribute Testaments. An- 
drew Loo found that in the interven- 
ing years the island has been made al- 
most impregnable. Most of the in- 
stallations are underground. There 
are modern highways, buildings and 
servicemen’s rest centers, and a new 
airdrome shielded by hills from enemy 
observation provides safer landing fa- 
cilities. 


Mr. Loo went to Quemoy as Chaplain 
to President Chiang’s Chapel. With 
him on the plane went the Scriptures, 
marked ‘Priority’. 


Even a turtle gets nowhere until it 
sticks out its neck! 
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Reformed Presbyterians 
Issue Election Warning 


DARLINGTON, Pa.—The General 
Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in North America has gone 
on record to “remind its congregations 
and people of the inevitable effects 
of the election of a Romanist to the 
office of President of the United 
States.” 


In its annual 
noted 


meeting the Synod 
that it has “experienced 
sorrow, disappointment and apprehen- 
sion” over the visit of President Eisen- 
hower to the Pope while on his Euro- 
pean tour. 


also 


The resolution said: “Even 
large sums of tax monies are divert- 
ed from public use to the purposes of 
the Roman Church. The Romanists 
constantly seek further funds and 
support. This drain on the nation’s 
treasury should be immediately and 
completely stopped. But a Romish 
president would most likely increase 
this injustice.” 


now 


Each member of the Synod was 
called on to “publicize the pertinent 
details and to inform and persuade 
all citizens of this present danger to 
the preaching of the Gospel and to 
the liberty of our land.” 


The Synod elected the Rev. Rich- 
ard W. Gray of Willow Grove, Pa., 
moderator, and continued negotiations 
with the Bible Presbyterian Synod, 
looking toward a union. 





Shechem Archeologists 
Unearth Pottery, Coins 


AMMAN, Jordan (RNS) 
Protestant archeologists, digging at 
the site of the ancient Old Testament 
city of Shechem, have unearthed pot- 
tery, jewelry, and a seal of 
amethyst engraved in ancient Hebrew. 


coins 


Jordanian authorities estimated that 
the finds date back 4,000 years. 


The Shechem excavation, begun in 
1956 by archeologists and graduate 
students from Drew University (Meth- 
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52 Congo Missionaries 
Remaining in Africa; 
3 Work in Leopoldville 


MONTREAT, N. C. Summer 
headquarters of the Board of World 
Missions has reported that 49 Congo 
missionaries are in Southern Rho- 
desia awaiting further developments 
in that strife-torn country. An esti- 
mated 40 men, women and children 
have returned to the United States. 


Three missionaries are still in the 
Congo at the request of United Na- 
tions authorities. The Rev. Alex Mc- 
Cutchen stayed in Leopoldville to as- 
sist the World Health Organization 
and the Congo Protestant Council in 
operation of an emergency medical 
facility at the council’s publishing 
house. 


Dr. and Mrs. J. Tinsley Smith, Jr., 
notified the board from Accra, Ghana, 
that they were on the way to Amer- 
ica when they were asked to return 
to the Congo and also help at the 
dispensary. They indicated they 
would go back. 


Other Congo missionaries besides 
the three in Leopoldville and those in 
Rhodesia were either in the United 
States or on the way home, the Board 
reported. 


Pending determination of future 
steps, the Board at its July meeting 
directed that new missionaries study- 
ing the French language in Europe 
in preparation for Congo service re- 
main in Europe until the situation 
clears. 


Newly-appointed missionaries who 
were to sail for European study in 
late August were directed to proceed 
as planned, an indication of the 
Board’s high hopes that the Congo 
work may soon be resumed. 





odist) at Madison, N. J., and McCor- 
mick Theological Seminary (Presby- 
terian) in Chicago, was carried on for 
the first time this summer with the 
aid of experts from Harvard Univer- 
sity. 
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Lord’s Day Alliance 
Producing New Film 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — Produc- 
tion of a color motion picture depict- 
ing the traditional Christian observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Day in this coun- 
try from the time of the Pilgrims 
through the present is expected to be 
completed by the end of this year. 


Dr. Melvin M. Forney, executive 
director of the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
producer of the film, said here it will 
be the first picture of its kind ever 
made for use in churches, Sunday 
Schools and community groups. 


He said it will show the “tremendous 
need” for the observance of the Lord’s 
Day in these crucial hours. 


The movie is being produced at the 
Protestant Radio and Television Cen- 
ter, Atlanta, Ga. Director is Carl 
Degen of the center’s staff. 


Dr. Forney explained that the film 
will not show any negative approach 
to the use of the Lord’s Day but will 
demonstrate in positive terms the 
value of the day and its contributions 
to the community, church and home. 





Broadcasts Illustrate 
Russian Anti-God Work 


MOSCOW — (RNS) — The ex- 
tremes to which Russian Communism 
is ready to go in its attempts to 
spread its atheistic teachings and dis- 
credit religion was illustrated in two 
broadcasts over the Moscow Radio 
by a former Orthodox priest. 


Identifying himself as Viktor Gri- 
goryevich Gichko, the ex-priest devot- 
ed one talk to exhorting other mem- 
bers of the clergy to follow his ex- 
ample. He used the other to read a 
letter he said he had sent to his 
former superior, Archbishop Anthony 
of Stravropol and Baku, explaining 
his reasons for leaving the Church. 


Declaring that he no longer be- 
lieved in God or in any supernatural 
force and that he regarded the ac- 
tivities of the clergy as “futile and 
fruitless,’ Gichko claimed he had two 
special reasons for adopting atheism. 


One, he said, was that “all clergy- 
men are drones and idlers, living at 
the expense of others” and the other 
was that he wanted to “help in build- 
ing up Communism.” 


Gichko accused the higher clergy 
of squeezing great sums of money 
out of believers so that they could 
live in luxury. 





Greenland Hymns 
To Be Under Ice 


CAMP CENTURY, Greenland (RNS) 
—The men of the United States Army 
soon will be singing the familiar hymn 
“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains..” 
from under Greenland’s icy moun- 
tains, it was disclosed here. 


A complete “atom-proof city” and 
military base is being constructed 
here under the Greenland ice cap only 
900 miles from the North Pole, and 
included in its facilities will be a 
small chapel. 


A complement of 100 men and a 
dog are scheduled to spend next winter 
living under the ice in the base which 
is being hewn out of centuries-old ice 
on the high plateau of northern Green- 
land. 


Army Chief of Chaplains (Maj. 
Gen.) Frank A. Tobey said in Wash- 
ington that he hopes to have a chap- 
lain winter over with the men but 
it isn’t certain whether the full com- 
plement can be housed at Camp Cen- 
tury the first year of its operation. 


In any event, there will be a chapel 
room when construction of the under- 
the-ice base is completed. And when 
it is, hymns and prayers will ascend 
to heaven from several hundred feet 
under Greenland’s icy mountains, as 
evidence that free men take their 
faith with them regardless of where 
they have to go in the desperate strug- 
gle to maintain that freedom. 





NCC Alliance Blamed 
In Church Withdrawal 


WICHITA, Kan. — (RNS) — First 
Baptist Church here voted 739 to 294 
to withdraw from the American Bap- 
tist Convention and its related organ- 
izations and bodies in protest against 
the denomination’s continued affilia- 
tion with the National Council of 
Churches. 


Last March, members of the church, 
one of the largest congregations in the 
ABC, endorsed action by its board of 
deacons withholding financial support 
from the convention because of its 
NCC membership. 


The 4,300-member Wichita church , 
charged that the NCC’s “policies and 
plans are not in accordance with the 
faith and practices” of the congrega- 
tion. It also asserted that the NCC 
leadership had been infiltrated with 
Communist influence and that the 
ecumenical movement, of which the 
National Council is a part, advocated 
a “universal Church.” 





‘Pony Express’ Riders 
Get Centennial Bibles 


SACRAMENTO, Cal. — The 1,000 
riders who took part in the 100th an- 
niversary observance of the historic 
Pony Express each took the same oath 
as the original riders, and each was 
given a Bible just as the early horse- 
men were. 


The celebration also included relig- 
ious services at South Pass, Wyo., the 
cross-over point where the riders met. 


The leather-bound volumes present- 
ed by the American Bible Society be- 
fore the start of the ride were replicas 
of the Society’s Bible each man re- 
ceived in 1860 from the firm which 
founded the mail route. 


The oath taken in 1960 and a cen- 
tury before included promises “before 


the Great and Living God” not to use i 


profane language and _ intoxicating 
liquor. 





Orthodox 
Presbyterians Elect 
New Moderator 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cal. 
—(RNS) — David E. Niland of Berk- 
ley, Cal., a layman, was elected mod- 
erator of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church at its 27th annual General 
Assembly here. 


He succeeds the Rev. Clarence 
Duff, missionary on furlough from 
Ghinda in Eritrea, East Africa. 


The assembly was attended by some 
300 persons, including 85 official del- 


egates representing the denomina- © 


tion’s more than 10,500 members in 
100 churches and chapels. 


The OP Church was formed in 
1936 by certain ministers and elders 
who withdrew from the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. under the 
leadership of the late Rev. J. Gresh- 
am Machen, a conservative scholar. 
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} Mk. 12:29. 


“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God 
is one Lord: and thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might” (Deut. 6:4-5). 

This is one of the marked sentences 
of Holy Writ, and deserves to be 
printed in large CAPITALS. It is one 
of the fullest and deepest utterances 
in all Scripture. It was quoted by our 
Lord as the supreme sentiment of 
the divine law in its Godward aspect. 
It contains truths to hide 
in the heart of childhood and to hold 


> in reverent remembrance down to old 





> The call is to a nation, a whole 
3 
: 
: 
5 


§ monotheism. 
: 
| 
] 


age. 


In the text are three points of 
emphasis: a Call, a Confession of faith, 
} and a Commandment. 


nation, the Chosen nation; and, of 
course, to every individual in the na- 
» tion. 


The call is for attention: “Hear, 
O Israel.” The thing to be attended 
to is the fundamental truth of religion, 
national and individual: “Hear, O Is- 
rael, the Lord our God is one Lord.” 


Israel was called and committed to 
| the confession and custody of this 
| truth, the supremely important truth 
of the existence and unity of God. 
This truth Israel was to hold, and in 
' due time to hold forth, in the midst 
of a world of idols and idolatry. This 
was Israel’s distinction: she was the 
} nation, the only nation that confessed 
| one God only. 


UNITY OF GOD 


The doctrine of one God is called 
Monotheism is the basic 
| faith of the three greatest religions: 
| Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism—naming them in the order 
of their appearance. 

The Old Testament is the Scripture 
of Judaism. From Moses to Malachi 
prophets and Psalmists proclaimed 
God, His reality and His unity. The 








JHE SERMON 


New Testament from Matthew to Rev- 
elation repeats the grand affirmation. 
The Koran, the Book of the Moslems, 
continues the testimony. From the 
minarets of a thousand mosques from 
the Sudan to Pakistan the muezzin 
cries: “There is no God but God, and 
Allah is his name.” Instinctively che 
Moslem knows of God but not know- 
ing the way he wanders lost. 


UNITY OF TRUTH 


So the Unity of God has been amp- 
ly affirmed. From the Unity of God 
we infer the Unity of Truth. For 
God is truth, truth in the sense of 
Reality. In the beginning God was 
the only truth, the only reality. He 
was the sole truth, the sum of truth, 
and the source of truth. Since the 
unity of God is a truth, and since 
God is the sum and source of truth, 
the Unity of Truth should not be 
doubted. 


The spheres of truth outside of God 
are two: the world of mind and the 
world of matter — the spiritual world 
and the material world. There is 
unity of truth in each and between 
the two. The material world is vast, 
being the whole universe of physical 
existence. This physical universe is 
made of the same kind of material 
throughout, subject to the same laws, 
under the same government. The 
parts of it are held together by one 
force, and together they move in ma- 
jestic order, in heavenly harmony, 
making what Plato called “the music 
of the spheres” — an inconceivably 
vast symphony of worlds, perfect unity 
in infinite variety. 


The spiritual world likewise is char- 
acterized by unity of truth. The 
spiritual world consists of angels and 
men. Angels are spirits without 
bodies. Men are spirits with bodies. 


All spirits are persons, and the con- 
stitutive elements of personality are 
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Three Grand Unities 


J. B. GREEN, D.D. 


the same whatever the sphere or rank 
of the personality. The elements of 
personality are _ intelligence, con- 
science, and will. 


All persons are moral beings, and 
the moral law for one person is the 
moral law for all persons. So the 
spiritual world is bound together into 
unity throughout its whole extent. 


Not only so, but the world of mind 
and the world of matter are the two 
halves of one whole. They correspond 
to each other; they are counterparts 
of each other. The world of matter 
is the product of mind, and the world 
of spirit is the product of the same 
mind. These hemispheres make a 
sphere. 


Jesus used the truth of the ma- 
terial sphere to illustrate the truth 
of the spiritual sphere. He said the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that sowed good seed in his field; unto 
a grain of mustard seed; unto a treas- 
ure hid in a field; unto a man that 
is a merchant seeking goodly pearls; 
unto a net that is cast into the sea. 
Every illustration of spiritual truth 
He drew from the material sphere, 
This He could not have done if there 
were not one mind and one law operat- 
ing in both the upper and lower 
spheres. 


From the Unity of God and the 
Unity of Truth there follows a third 
unity, the Unity of Duty. Unity of 
God, Unity of Truth, Unity of Duty. 
A grand Trilogy. 


UNITY OF DUTY 


There are many duties, but they 
never clash. When understood, they 
always agree, and move in one direc- 
tion. There are truths, plural; and 
there is Truth, truths integrated into 
a harmonious whole. There are com- 
mandments many, and there is the 
commandment, which gathers into it- 






1960 











self all lesser commands. 
noticed how this 6th chapter of Deut. 


Have you 


begins: “Now this is the command- 
ment,” singular; which is followed by 
many statutes,.ordinances, and com- 
mandments. 


So there are duties, and there is 
Duty into which all duties converge 
and find their unity. To illustrate: 
The chief end of man is to glorify 
God and to enjoy Him forever. The 
chief end implies that there are lesser 
ends which are subordinate and ancil- 
lary to the chief end. All the ends of 
life can be reduced to unity under the 
chief end. There is a hierarchy of 
loyalties: loyalty to home, to church, 
to school, to country; but the all 
comprehending loyalty is to God. 
There is likewise a hierarchy of duties: 
duty to self, duty to family, duty to 
neighbor, but all duties are owed to 
God. 


“What duty does God require of 
man?” The duty which God requires 
of man is obedience to His revealed 
will’. All life may be reduced to 
unity under the one word obedience. 
In the text before us all life is re- 
duced to unity under the one word 
love. “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God is one Lord’; therefore “thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart.”” Do you see the logic of 
the text? God is one, therefore He 
has the right to claim and to receive 
all your heart’s affection. If there 
were a plurality of Gods, there would 
be reason for division of heart and 
life. If there were two Gods of equal 
rank, each might claim one half of 
your reverence and service. If Deity 
were divided, duty might be divided. 
Unity of Deity implies unity of duty 
and devotion. 


The supreme doctrine of our re- 
ligion is the Unity of God. Grounded 
in, rising out of, this supreme doc- 
trine is the supreme duty of whole- 
hearted devotion to the one and only 
God. The Grand Thought of the text 
is that of unity. It affirms the unity 
of God, claims and calls for, the unity 
of love and life. 


UNITY OF LIFE 


Are our hearts united in their affec- 
tion and obedience to God? Our 
hearts are united. The question is: 
Are they unitedly for Him or against 
Him? It is one or the other. 


There is a unity in every life. You 
may think you are giving one half of 


your heart to God and one half to 
the world; but in reality there is no 
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such division of devotion. Jesus said, 
“if a man is for me, he is not against 
me; and if a man is against me, he 
is not for me’’. Are we for Him or 
against Him? 


In every life there is a ruling prin- 
ciple, a dominant desire, a controlling 
purpose. In a stream there may be 
back currents and cross currents, but 
the stream as a whole is moving to- 
ward one destination. So in the life 
of an individual there may be, there 
is, a variety of aims and ends, yet 
his life is moving in one direction. Is 
that direction in our case toward God? 


Clericalism 


We are indebted to Dr. John A. 
Mackay, in a recent article in the 
U. S. News & World Report, for a 
definition of clericalism: ‘Clericalism 
is the pursuit of power, especially po- 
litical power, by a religious hierarchy, 
carried on by secular methods and for 
purposes of social domination.” 


Dr. Mackay tailored his definition 
to fit the efforts of the Catholic hier- 
archy to influence and dominate po- 
litical operations in this and other 
countries. But an inspection of the 
activities of thousands of clergymen 
of non-Catholic loyalties will show 
that the definition fits more than one 
religious community and ecclesiastical 
organization. 


The National Council of the Church- 
es of Christ in the United States of 
America is clericalism on the march. 
It is the effort to organize and direct 
the power and influence of 38,000,000 
constituents to the domination of Con- 
gress, the intimidation of the executive 
branch and the influence of world af- 
fairs “by secular methods and for pur- 
poses of social domination.” 


In part, Protestant clericalism is 
frankly a matter of countering Cath- 
olic clericalism. But it has another 
explanation which ought to be consid- 
ered by both laymen and clergymen. 


When a clergyman says that the Bi- 
ble is a “parcel of historical uncertain- 
ties and problems, a compendium of 
outmoded, outdated, obsolete and 
rules, regulations and be- 
havior patterns, a tissue of legends, 


senseless 


AUGUST 10. 


Unity of God, Unity of Truth, 
Unity of Duty and life. By our Chris- 
tian profession we are committed to 


this creed. And the end of the confes- 
sion and of the creed is consistent 
Christian character and _ conduct. 


“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is 
one Lord’’; therefore “thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
and soul.’”’ He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 


Dr. Green, former Moderator of the 
General Assembly, is also Professor 
Emeritus of Theology, Columbia Sem- 
inary, Decatur, Ga. 


in Politics 


curious and bizarre arguments, fan- 
tastic and outlandish figures of speech, 
symbols and patterns of thought”— 
when a preacher and teacher of the- 
ology talks that way about the Bible 
— it is evident that he has lost some- 
thing. It is evident that he is go- 
ing to have to substitute something 
for what laymen are accustomed to 
call old-fashioned Bible preaching. 


Or take another excerpt from a 
modern theologian: “But the fact 
must not be obscured that the world- 
view of the New Testament is altogeth- 
er unscientific, because pre-scientific, 
and that it is not untouched by myth- 
ology.” 


This school of clerical thinking, still 
says “Thus saith the Lord,” in effect, 
but no longer quotes the Bible to 
prove it. By latter-day theology, it 
the Lord is concerned with 
electric current for Tennes- 
seans at the expense of Texas taxpay- 
ers, with repealing the right-to-work 
law, with sending contraceptives to 
India, with recognizing Red China, 
with abolishing congressional inquiry 
into the Communist conspiracy to do 
to this country what the Communist 
conspiracy is now doing to Cuba and 
so on. 


seems, 
cheap 


Take away a preacher’s belief in 
the Bible and there is nothing left 
for him but to quote poetry, give book 
reviews or dive into politics and line 
up the lay vote for this, that and the 
other. 

—Lynn Landrum 
Dallas News 
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A plea for continuing language study 


The Conservative and His Hebrew-Greek hille 


“The Old Testament in Hebrew 
(which was the native language of 
the people of God of old), and the 
New Testament in Greek (which at 
the time of the writing of it was most 
generally known to the nations), be- 
ing immediately inspired by God, and 
by his singular care and providence 
kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical; so as in all controversies 
of religion the church is finally to ap- 
peal unto them. . .” The Confession 
of Faith, chapter I, paragraph viii. 


& ae 


Something is bothering me. We 
ministers who hold to verbal inspira- 
tion are willing enough to defend this 
doctrine when challenged. We are 
ready enough to object to the con- 
stant attacks on this view. But I 
wonder if we are practicing what we 
proclaim? 


Too often, I fear, we who dearly 
love the Word fail to study it as faith- 
fully as we avow our love for it. It 
is, I affirm, a great inconsistency to 
hold up the Bible as the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice and yet to 
neglect that deeper study of God’s 
infallible Word which is the source of 
our whole knowledge of God’s Truth. 


This is a common failing among us. 
I know from personal experience and 
from conversation with other men of 
a conservative faith that such is the 
case. Few men who have been given 
the opportunity to delve into the study 
of God’s Word in the original tongues, 
the Old Testament in Hebrew and the 
New Testament in Greek, adequately 
pursue this study after seminary. 
Most often they become unknown 
tongues in a few years. This is tragic, 
and worse, unfaithfulness to our Lord 


and the opportunity He has given to 
us, 


Few of us finish seminary with our 
Greek and Hebrew in such shape that 
without effort we can pursue these 
languages in study as we would the 
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English Bible. But, neither are we 
so mature spiritually that we have 
no need of discipline and effort to 
grow more in the Spirit. I contend 
that though it takes a great deal of 
effort to build up a vocabulary and 
understanding adequate to make it re- 
warding, yet such study is found to be 
rewarding far beyond the effort when 
so pursued. 


It stands to reason, if we believe in 
genuine inspiration, that we ought to 
consider that whatever effort is needed 
to master Greek and Hebrew is as noth- 
ing compared to the riches of the 
treasures of God’s Truth which shall 
be ours when we have so labored. 
For such a great treasure why do we 
put forth so little effort? 


I do not mean to imply that our 
sermons must be filled with quotations 
from the Greek and Hebrew text so 
as to inpress our congregations that 
we have indeed studied deeply, but 
rather that as we study more faith- 
fully these words, immediately inspired 
by God, we will indeed bring forth 
for our people rich treasures far be- 
yond our own capacity to create. 


I have never “spoken in tongues” 
to my congregation. I have rarely 
ever mentioned either Greek or He- 
brew from the pulpit, yet, no sermon 
I preach is formed without a study 
of the text God gave us. 


Far from resulting in complicated 
sermons, it has served to clarify for 
me and my people just what God has 
said. My understanding of words 
such as Love, Sin, and Resurrection, 
has increased and has made it pos- 
sible for me to teach my people with 
authority from God’s own Word. 


The doctrine of verbal inspiration 
is fine. I believe it with my whole 
heart. And daily as I study God’s 
Word more, I am further assured of 
it. Yet are we honestly studying the 
Word, word by word, to see how God 
has inspired each use of that word 
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REV. JACK B. SCOTT 


in the Testament? If you will, you 
will find as I have, that there is no 
delight in spiritual study to compare 
with this. God has never spoken to 
me through His Word as mightily as 
He has since I have given my heart 
to this kind of study. 


“In all controversies of religion the 
church is finally to appeal unto them.” 
So we declare. And I affirm that if 
we faithfully studied them, such con- 
troversies would not easily arise. 


I readily admit that not all ministers 
believe the doctrine of verbal inspira- 
tion. They would therefore not feel 
the need for such a study in their 
ministry. The vaguest translation suf- 
fices for some as they consider valid 
for teaching only the general ideas or 
principles of Scripture. But the con- 
servative minister cannot be satisfied 
with such, if God has ever granted 
him the opportunity to learn the He- 
brew and Greek. For him, there is 
the call to study it daily and deeply 
to uphold the whole counsel of God 
before men. 


I recognize that not all ministers 
have opportunity to learn these lan- 
guages in schools. I recognize that 
there are very good English transla- 
tions which are, “profitable for teach- 
ing, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” But I 
do maintain that for those who have 
had the opportunity and have neglect- 
ed it, this is to their shame. 


I would not for a moment have any 
layman to suppose that his study of 
the English Bible is insufficient and 
inferior. It is not, for God is by no 
means limited to one language. Yet 
according to the gifts and opportunities 
we have, so let each man be faithful. 
God has appointed some to be teachers 
of the Word, and to them I address 
myself, to the ministers of the Word. 
I urge you to practice the doctrine of 
verbal inspiration by a study of the 
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Word in the languages through which 
God has spoken to men. 


We all know of the subtle attacks 
against verbal inspiration and indeed 
against the whole authority of God’s 
Word today. Too often these come 
from the pulpit itself. I maintain 
that a better way of dealing with 
these than merely defensively, is by 
a mighty offensive from the conserva- 
tive voice of the Church, an offensive 
by the Word itself which is, after all, 
the Sword of the Spirit and therefore 
quite able to subdue all who oppose it. 


I am calling for a consistent doc- 
trine of verbal inspiration, one that 
believes and confesses what our Stan- 
dards and God’s Word declare, but 
one which believes it enough to act 
in faith upon it through the diligent 
study and faithful teaching of that 
same Word. 


May God grant this to be done. 


1K b Be * * 


Mr. Scott is pastor of the Spring- 
field, Ky. church. Before entering 
the Seminary he had read through his 
Greek New Testament three times. 





The Making of a Left Wing Parson 


Left-wing parsons are not born that 
way. Somewhere along the line be- 
tween boyhood and ordination they be- 
come indoctrinated with Marxist ideas. 
Probably no two have the same story 
to tell. One man became a Socialist 
while in college. He is still one, very 
influential, whose editorials in the 
church paper of which he has been 
editor for several decades, never cease 
trying to make friends for the So- 
viet Union. “I entered the seminary,” 
he told me, “because I saw the Church 
as the best soap-box from which to 
advance Socialism.” 


My own experience was quite other- 
wise. Reared to look upon Socialism 
as sinful I entered a seminary of the 
Episcopal Church which was honey- 
combed with Marxism. Like most 
men with clerical vocations I had an 
abhorrence of social injustice. From 
childhood I had looked on in admira- 
tion at the annual Labor Day proces- 
sion in my home town. My father’s 
one employee was a union man. I 
was put out to board, my mother be- 
ing dead, with families whose male 
members belonged to unions. Thus my 
sympathies were always with the work- 
ing class. But I never dreamed of 
class war. 


As I look back I can think of noth- 
ing predisposing me to socialism and 
welfare state-isms except that sym- 
pathy with the “underdog.” Then I 
was suddenly catapulted into the at- 
mosphere of a theological seminary 


REV. JOHN CLARENCE PETRIE 


literally saturated with left-wing talk. 
I say talk instead of thought for it 
seems as I look back that there was 
little real thinking involved. Every- 
body was disturbed over social in- 
justice. Wicked capitalism was at the 
bottom of all our ills. The profit mo- 
tive, thoroughly selfish and un-Chris- 
tian, was an ineradicable part of cap- 
italism. The remedy was for the in- 
struments of production to become 
public property. 


There was no attempt to offer argu- 
ments against this Marxist line. No 
one mentioned that only by confiscat- 
ing private property could public own- 
ership occur. No one pointed out that 
public ownership actually meant con- 
trol by political office-holders. No one 
suggested that perhaps men who had 
spent their lives in the United States 
Steel Corporation were better equipped 
to manage it than men whose main 
qualifications were those connected 
with vote getting. 


Ours was a simple gospel—that is, 
where social ills were concerned. It 
was the gospel according to Marx, ful- 
ly inspired and infallible. The dog- 
matic certitude of this gospel was in 
startling contrast to the Gospel which 
the Church had been preaching for 19 
centuries. Who was Jesus Christ? 
What was the nature of the Scrip- 
tures? What was the Church? What 
of the Sacraments? What of life after 
death? What of judgment? The 


Church had been giving clear answers 
to such questions from the earliest 
Christian centuries. But our seminary 
was vague, full of doubts. The New 
Testament was not taught us as the 
product of the early Church which 
had vouched for its inspiration. It was 
picked at and analyzed as something 
utterly unrelated to anything else. 
Proof that it was fallible and in much 
error was sought by the teachers. 
Within six weeks I had come to be- 
lieve that much of it was mythology, 
some of it superstition, and not a lit- 
tle definitely fraudulent. 


Christ who was worshipped in the 
words of the Nicene Creed as “God 
of God, Light of Light, Very God of 
Very God” became a misguided fanatic 
who taught that the world would end 
perhaps in His lifetime. If not, then 
His death would bring it about. The 
creeds were so much human invention. 
Life after death was to be doubted. 
And since Christ was only a man His 
marriage views were of no value. In 
one class our professor brought us 
around to justifying a liaison between 
a married man absent on a long as- 
signment with a woman not his wife. 


At the end of my first year I trans- 
ferred out of that school to one which 
was faithful to the teachings of the 
Church and which had no self-assumed 
Messianic role to bring in the king- 
dom of Marx. But the harm had been 
done. It was to take me 17 years to 
recognize that Marxism means sur- 
render of freedom; that government 
ownership was a camouflaged expres- 
sion for slavery to politicians. It was 
to be another 13 years after that be- 
fore full faith in Christ returned. 
Meantime, I had spent the best 30 
years of my life as an exile from the 
ministry for whose service I had been 
trained. 


I found soon on my return to the 
Church of my ordination that the laity 
do not at all follow the Red clergy. 
It is something to gladden the heart 
to know that not even the prestige of 
Apostolic Succession is enough to 
override the common sense and deep 
faith of those who know from ex- 
perience, though inarticulately for the 
most part, that the gospel according 
to Marx is a phony and that salvation 
is only in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


ae % te * 


Mr. Petrie is Rector of St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church, Clewiston, Fla. This 
article recently appeared in “Christian 
Economics.” 


PAGE 8 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / AUGUST 10, 1960 














was 
ing 
Ise. 
uch 
ers. 


lit- 


the 
rity 


art 
. of 

to 
eep 


the 
ling 
ion 
“ist. 


in’s 
‘his 


. 
ian 








ee 


oe 





“OQUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’'s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mor.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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EDIJOHTALS 


Light In The Midst of Darkness 


“Yes, the darkness hideth not from 
thee: but the night shineth as the 
day: the darkness and the light 
are both alike to thee.” Ps. 
139:12. 


Here we have a view of the Sover- 
eign God who is also our loving Heav- 
enly Father. 


Handicapped and limited by our 
own place in time, space and circum- 
stances; often limiting God by our own 
limitations, we need a new vision of 
the One who is still Sovereign, and 
to whom we have constant access 
through the Son. 


The world in which we live is a 
changing and chaotic one. Values 
have changed, new values have taken 
their place. There are dangers to be 
encountered anywhere we look. To 
many it would seem that the pall of a 
night of spiritual and moral darkness 
is spreading across the world. 


But for God there is no darkness; 
nor is there any night. 


Just as He placed a pillar of clouds 
between the fleeing Israelites and the 
pursuing Egyptians so He has repeat- 
edly intervened for His own. That 
which was light to Israel was darkness 
to the Egyptians. That which seems 
night to the unbelieving world is still 
light to the people of God. 


_ These are times when Christians 
should look up. Little is said these 
days about the return of Christ and 
the end of the age. But God has 
clearly revealed that at His determined 
time the curtain of history will be 
drawn and the plans of men and of 
nations will be revealed in the light 
of His own eternal purposes. 


We are not certain that these 
are the last times. No one knows 
when Christ will return, but this one 
thing we do know — that God is still 
Sovereign; that He still reigns in His 
heavens; and that our hope is in Him 
and not in man. 


Should not the Church turn to Him 
in prayer as never before? If there 
is to be a great spiritual awakening— 


PAGE 10 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / 


a revival of true religion it—must be- 
gin in the Church. To that end should 
not Christians covenant together to 
pray for an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on us as individuals, and on the 
Church as the visible body of Christ? 
Why should there not be organized 
all across our church — every church 
— small groups of men and women, 
who meet together at specified times 
during the week, to pray for the 
Church and the world in which the 
Church witnesses? 


Not only will this bring blessings 
in the larger outreaches of the Church; 
it will also bring blessings to all of 
those who participate in this ministry 
of prayer. 


To the world the day may be late— 
the night falling — the darkness but 
a short time away. But to God there 
is neither night nor darkness. 


And it is to God that we pray! 


—L. N. B. 





Protestant Persecution 
In America 


A long and bitter struggle resulting 
from a Roman Catholic’s “take over” 
of a public school in Kalida, Ohio, 
moved into a still more serious phase 
as a triumphant Catholic majority, by 
tactics of harassment and intimidation, 
is running Protestant families out of 
the community. Following a _ public 
eruption over alleged teaching of 
Catholic faith by the nun teachers in 
St. Michael’s school, a team of in- 
vestigators arrived from the _ state 
Board of Education. 


With two weeks, advance warning, 
the nuns were able to eliminate most 
of their sectarian practices and to get 
Catholic-slanted textbooks out of sight. 
The investigators gave the school a 
clean bill of health, stating that they 
found no sectarian practices or teach- 
ing in the institution. 


THREATENED 


Mr. and Mrs. Byron Sybert, leaders 
of the parents of 32 Protestant chil- 


dren in the school, charged that the 
investigators had no sooner left town 
than the objectionable practices be- 
gan again. This was denied by the 
school’s superintendent John Phillips. 


At this point the Syberts began to 
receive anonymous threats of physical 
beating. Fearing for their safety and 
the safety of their children who were 
being ostracized and threatened at 
school, they decided to give up their 
struggle and move out. This they have 
now done. Their example was fol- 
lowed by four other Protestant fam- 
ilies. Only five Protestant children 
of the original 32 remain in the Ka- 
lida school. Presumably, these, too, 
will soon be eliminated. 


—POAU News. 





For Want Of A Word 


Once again we have been reminded 
of the fact that a single word can 
make all the difference in the world 
between a statement which expresses 
truth and one which expresses great 
error. 


A polished Presbyterian ecclesiastic, 
addressing a great throng not long 
ago said, “Faith is not the accept- 
ing of propositions, it is the com- 
miting of all that we have to God in 
Christ. It is not coming down the 
aisle and giving our hand to the preach- 
er in agreement with what he has said; 
it is not assent to dogma or ac- 
ceptance of doctrines — it is a full 
and complete commitment of all that 
we are to what we know of God in 
Jesus Christ.” 

Now if those remarks had included 
the word “only” in several strategic 
places, such as, “Faith is not only... 
It is not only ...” they would have 
been well taken. As it was, the mes- 
sage left only the impression that 
religion consists of trying to feel 
good and to work hard, somehow, in 
some way, with the help of God. It 
was a message powerless in its applica- 
tion, but typical of a growing opinion 
in our Church. 

To try and avoid the implications of 
the demands of truth and seek to 
aisguise unbelief by claiming that it 
really doesn’t matter what you believe 
is simply to build a concern for a bet- 
ter life upon platitudes and wishful 
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thinking. How can you commit your- 
self to something you don’t know the 
truth about? 


On the other hand, both assurance 
and successful living occur in direct 
ratio as a person is able to give a 
reason for the faith that is in him. 
The more perfectly you can under- 
stand and explain exactly what you 
believe, the more your life will take 
on meaning and purpose. It’s as 
simple as that. 





(The decline of Great Britain as a 
world power — politically, economical- 
ly, was foreseen by Rudyard Kipling 
in his soul-stirring ‘Recessional’’. 

We in America need to ponder the 
deep implications of his words for we 
too face an even greater decline. 


L. N. B.) 


RECESSIONAL 


God of our fathers, known of old, 
Lord of our far-flung battle-line, 

Beneath whose awful hand we hold 
Dominion over palm and pine; 

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget. 


The tumult and the shouting dies, 
The captains and the kings depart, 

Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and contrite heart. 

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget. 


Far-called, our navies melt away, 
On dune and headland sinks the fire; 
Lo all our pomp of yesterday 
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre. 
Judge of the nations, spare us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget. 


If, drunk with sight of power, we loose 
Wild tongues that have not Thee 
in awe, 
Such boasting as the Gentiles use 
Or lesser breeds without the law, 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget. 


For heathen heart that puts her trust, 
In reeking tube and iron shard, 
All valiant dust that builds on dust 
And guarding, calls not Thee to 
guard, 
For frantic boast and foolish word 
Thy mercy on thy people, Lord! 


Rudyard Kipling 
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A Layman And His Church 


FAVOR TO 


Isaiah 26:9-10 


There is abroad today an unbeliev- 
able willingness to show favor to wick- 
edness and to the wicked. There is 
also abroad a pseudo humility which 
affirms that none of us is good enough 
to pass judgment on unrighteousness. 


But we have a standard by which 
to judge that which is right and wrong; 
there is a moral code which has its 
roots in divine revelation; a spiritual 
norm which weighs men and nations 
in the light of a holy God. 


One of the most ominous things in 
American life today is the large num- 
ber of known criminals who continue 
to dominate the gangster underworld, 
and some labor unions, engaging in 
business activities inimicable to the 
best interests of society and of the 
nation as a whole. 


In Isaiah 26:9-10 we read: “With 
my soul have I desired thee in the 
night; yea, with my spirit within me 
will I seek thee early: for when thy 
judgments are in the earth, the in- 
habitants of the world will learn right- 
Let favor be shown to the 
wicked, yet will he not learn right- 
eousness; in the land of uprightness 
will he deal unjustly, and will not be- 
hold the majesty of the Lord.” 

We live in a time when favor is 
shown to the wicked and when, as a 
result of this misguided softness, there 
not only is no repentance but an in- 
crease in things which are evil. 


eousness. 





In An Arid World 





a 














AUGUST 10, 


THE WICKED 


Suspended sentences have their 
rightful place in the administration of 
justice but they can become a cloak 
for all kinds of evil practices. The 
chief of police of one of our South- 
ern cities, an old friend of the writer, 
recently remarked that the administra- 
tion of justice in his city had him com- 
pletely frustrated. He said that he 
had in mind some four hundred cases 
in which his men had arrested indi- 
viduals for every conceivable breach 
of the law only to have the indictments 
quashed by court officials. 


The Chinese have a proverb: “The 
fingers of the paper hanger are sticky” 
an allusion to dishonest prac- 
tices. How clearly this applies to 
much that goes on in America today. 
Money has become king. Our politi- 
cians buy votes for themselves by 
mortgaging the future of our children 
with schemes which are basically 
wrong — to be paid for with funds 
our country does not possess. 


But even more serious is the tend- 
ency to discount crime, coddle or pro- 
tect the criminal, and make a farce of 
justice and the law. 


This is a matter for Christian citi- 
zens to ponder. We should not be 
blinded by partisan political align- 
ments; nor should we neglect our civic 
duty by failing to vote for those men 
and measures which have their roots 
in a sense of righteousness. 


The termites of compromise with 
evil; of moral and spiritual blindness; 
of disregard for the concept of right 
and wrong to be found in God’s Holy 
Word all of these are gnawing 
at the vitals of our national life. 


It may be more pleasant passively 
to let things take their courses, but 
unless those citizens who are Chris- 
tians take their stand for righteous- 
ness the hope of righteousness wil! 
be gone. 


L. N. B. 








Experience is an expensive teacher 
because so few people bother to learn 
from her.—Selected. 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 21, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Isaiah Denounces Social Personal Evils 


(Temperance) 


Bible Material: Isaiah 5:1-24 


Devotional Reading: Romans 13:8-14 


Many things change in this changing world in which 
we live but sin remains the same. The social and 
personal evils of the men and women before the Flood, 
in Isaiah’s time, in the age of Paul and in our day 
are the same. The most serious problem which our 
world faces is the sin problem: it is our worst disease, 
our heaviest burden, our greatest debt. “The wages 
of sin is death”; death of both body and soul. 


In our Devotional Reading Paul calls sins the “works 
of darkness” and the “lusts of the flesh.” “Let us 
walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunk- 
enness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in 
strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill 
the lusts thereof.” “Let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.” 


The chief part of the armor of light is Love. Love 
provided the antidote for sin. ‘The love of God 
caused Him to give His only begotten Son that who- 
soever believeth on Him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. By faith we lay hold upon our Savior. 
Then our love towards God and our love towards men 
enables us to fulfill the law, for “he that loveth another 
hath fulfilled the law.” If we loved God with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength and our neighbors as our- 
selves we would not have these social and personal 
evils. The men and women of Isaiah’s day, and of 
Paul’s day, and of our day, need this love in their hearts. 


Our lesson today brings out these evils in a striking 
and unusual way, for the prophet uses a parable in 
the form of a song to illustrate and enforce his denunci- 
ation of these sins. 


I. The Song of the Vineyard: Isaiah 5:1-7 


“Now I will sing to my well beloved a song of my 
beloved touching his vineyard.” Parables are scarce in 
the Old Testament. We have one other, in the book 
of Judges when Jotham speaks his parable (see Judges 
9:7-15). As we know, Jesus used this form of teaching 
and some of His most beautiful thoughts are in the 
form of parables. 


“And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones 
thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and 
built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a wine- 
press therein.” This vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
was the house of Israel and the men of Judah were 
his pleasant plant. Let us look for a while at all 
the wonderful things God had done for Israel. 


He had dealt in a marvellous way with Jacob, their 
father, who was chosen instead of Esau to be the father 
of the Israelites. Jacob, the trickster, by the power 
and patience and grace of God working in him came 
to be called Israel, a prince with God. 


He preserved His people in Egypt in the land of 
Goshen and they grew to be a strong nation. Then, 
by the hand of Moses, He brought them out of Egypt 
with many signs and wonders overthrowing Pharoah 
in the Red Sea. He gave them the institution of the 
Passover to commemorate the passing over of the death 
angel when God sent the last plague, the death of the 
firstborn. (They were instructed to keep this feast 
each year). 


He led them to Sinai and there gave them the moral 
law and also the ceremonial law pertaining to their 
worship. Here Moses met God on the Mount and 
received the Ten Commandments and minute instruc- 
tions concerning the building of the Tabernacle. It 
was to be built according to the pattern shown Moses 
in the Mount. God made a solemn covenant with His 
people at Sinai. 


For some forty years He “suffered their manners” in 
the wilderness. They were constantly murmuring and 
complaining and God had to chasten them and “prune 
them” over and over again. He gave them victory 
over their enemies on the East of Jordan where pro- 
vision was made for two tribes and a half to settle 
in that good cattle country. 


Then, at the death of Moses, Joshua took command 
and the land of Canaan was conquered and the other 
tribes settled in their new homes. They spared some of 
their enemies, however, and these became a snare to 
them and led them into idolatry and we have the sad 
story recounted in the book of Judges. The Israelites 
would sin and be overrun by their enemies; then they 
would cry unto God and He would deliver them. Final- 
ly, under Samuel, the greatest of the Judges, the land 
became quieter. Then the Israelites requested a king. 
Their first king, Saul, was a failure, but under David 
the nation was victorious over her enemies and became 
a strong nation. It attained its height of glory under 
Solomon but the seed was sown in his reign which 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 








Ist Reader EEE $3.50 
2nd Reader ... 5th Reader . ----- $3.75 
3rd Reader 6th Reader .................. $4.25 
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a. 


From that 
Israel and Judah. 


resulted in the disruption of the kingdom. 
time on there were two kingdoms: 


From this brief outline we can see how God had 
blessed and cared for His “vineyard”. 


“And he looked that it should bring forth grapes”. 
He had a right to expect His people to be righteous 
and just; to worship Him the Living and True God, 
and to treat each other justly. He had done all He 
could for the welfare of His people. 


“And it brought forth wild grapes”. What a dis- 
appointment! Suppose you were to plant a peach or 
apple orchard and care for it until time for fruit and 
then have the poorest sort of fruit. What would you 
do? Only one thing to do: destroy the orchard. Isaiah 
says, “what could have been done more to my vineyard, 
that I have not done in it? Wherefore, when I looked 
that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes .. . And now go to; I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge there- 
of, and it shall be eaten up: and break down the wall 
thereof, and it shall be trodden down.” Judgment is 
bound to come unless there is sincere repentance. 


II. Coming Judgment: Six “Woes”: Isaiah 5:8-24 


The prophet pronounces these “woes” 


upon the 
land: 


“Woe unto them that join house to house, that 
lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may 
be placed alone in the midst of the earth!” This greed 
or covetousness was one of the besetting sins of the 
time of Isaiah. It has always been a terrible sin. It 
usually means terrible oppression of the poor. It is a 
great thing to be content with what we have. Covetous- 
ness is idolatry, for the greedy man is putting his pos- 
sessions in the place of God. Ahab was an example 
of this covetousness when he wanted Naboth’s vine- 
yard. Take heed and beware of covetousness for a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of things 
which he possesses. 


“Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, 
that they may follow strong drink; that continue until 
night, till wine inflame them! And the harp, and the 
viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: 
but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither con- 
sider the work of his hands.” These were prosperous 
times for both Israel and Judah and carousing and 
drunkenness were widespread. It looks as though 
they had “alcoholics” in those days. Such scenes often 
foretell the downfall of a nation. Verse 14 says, “There- 
fore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth 
without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, 
and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend 
into it.” 


“Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of 
vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope.” They 
seem to have tied their sins together with vanity. 
“That say, let him make speed, and hasten his work, 
that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy 
One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know 
it.” They flaunted their sins in the face of God and 
dared Him to send judgment upon them. Such is the 
folly of drunken men who think they can sin and “get 
by” with it. They seem to think that God will over- 


look their folly and their multitude of sins. How 


foolish can men get to be! 


“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” This kind 
of thing approaches the unpardonable sin. The en- 
emies of Christ were doing this when they accused Him 
of casting out devils by the power of Beelzebub, the 
prince of the devils. Look at some of the whiskey and 
beer advertisements with their glowing description of 
the delights of strong drink. They forget to add that 
“. .. at last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like 
an adder.” Many young people are led astray by such 
deceptive advertising. 


“Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own sight!” There is more hope 
of a fool than of such men, for a fool is often aware of 
his folly but these people are blind and when the blind 
lead the blind both fall into the ditch. 


“Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of strength to mingle strong drink: which 
justify the wicked for reward, and take away the right- 
eousness of the righteous from him!” Drinking, brib- 
ery and injustice go together. When the judge is a 
drinking man then we can expect no real justice in our 
courts and the end is near. Judgment like fire will 
fall upon the nation. 


III. A Warning to our Country. 


God has been good to America. Our land, too, is 
like a vineyard of the Lord and He has protected 
and cared for us as a nation. Much of our country 
was planted with “choicest vines”. Men and women 
came here to be free to worship God. They brought 
their Bibles, built churches, set up family altars. God 
has prospered us until we are the greatest nation in 
the world. 


He has the right to expect good grapes. When He 
looks at us today does He not find conditions very 
similar to those in Israel and Judah in the days of 
Isaiah? The problem of strong drink is pehaps our 
number one problem. We have something like 
5,000,000 alcoholics in our land, not to mention ordi- 
nary drunkards. The sad part of it is that our leaders 
seem to be blind to our danger. I am afraid we have 
many who are wise in their own eyes. When drunken- 
ness and folly go hand in hand there is danger ahead. 
May we turn and repent before it is too late! Pray 
for our country. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 21, 1960 


The Way to Contentment 


Scripture—Exodus 20:17; Romans 7:7-8; Col. 3:5; and 
Phil. 4:11 


Suggested Hymns— 
“O, For a Heart to Praise My God” 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 
“My Times Are in Thy Hands” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Every normal person is seeking contentment. The 
reason for much of our planning and our hard work 
is that we hope ultimately to find happiness. We be- 
lieve we will be thoroughly happy just as soon as we 
get the things and events of our lives lined up properly. 
Sadly enough, not many people really find this con- 
tentment which we are seeking so feverishly. Many 
are like the “preacher” of the book of Ecclesiastes who 
tried almost everything in search of satisfaction, but 
who became more bitter and dissatisfied the longer 
he lived. 


Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you; not as the world giveth give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled . This promise 
still comes to us, but not many of us are receiving it 
fully. If we do not have the kind of peace Christ 
has promised it is likely that we are seeking content- 
ment in the wrong way. 


The Tenth Commandment tries to steer us away 
from the wrong way of seeking contentment. Christ 
said, “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth”. Even though we have 
this clear statement, we are very much inclined to 
measure a man’s success by the size of his bank balance. 
This last of the Ten Commandments shows us the 
folly of looking to material things for contentment as 
well as the sinfulness of enviously desiring the things 
that other people have. 


First Speaker: 


Covetousness is a spiritual sin even though it has 
to do with material things. It has to do with the 
attitudes of the heart more than any of the other nine 
commandments. All the others point to actual acts 
or deeds, but there is no act or deed in covetousness. 
You can see a person worship idols, violate the Sab- 
bath, kill, and steal, but you cannot see him covet. 
Nevertheless, covetousness (or greed) is often at the 
root of these other sins. It shows itself in outward 
acts which go by other names, and wherever it shows 


YOUTH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


itself, it reveals the sinfulness of the human heart. 
One of the characteristics of the sinful heart is that 
we have unholy deires for things which do not belong 
to us. Covetousness is the sum of our sinful desires 
for the things of others. Because we covet, we are 
often led to break the other commandments. 


Second Speaker: 


When we have a burning desire for something that 
belongs to someone else, we are tempted to resent 
the person to whom that thing belongs. The resent- 
ment that grows out of covetousness can lead to all 
manner of sinful words and actions. It was because 
of covetousness that selfish Jews said, “Jt is Corban”, 
(dedicated to God) and with that excuse deceitfully 
withheld support from their aging parents. The mur- 
der of Uriah and the violation of Bathsheba’s character 
was due to David’s covetousness. Ahab coveted a vine- 
yard, and the result was the cold-blooded murder of 
Naboth and the theft of his land. Annanias and Sap- 
phira tried to deceive God because of their covetous- 
ness. When we examine our own lives honestly we 
will surely see that many sinful words and deeds have 
grown from covetousness in our hearts. 


Third Speaker: 


On the surface, covetousness may seem to be a sin 
only against men, but basically it is a sin against God. 
It is an expression of man’s dissatisfaction with God’s 
provisions and with God’s way of ordering things. 
One who covets is really rebelling against God 
It is a way of expressing resentment against God. The 
person who covets, accuses God of injustice. The 
Israelites in the wilderness demanded other gods in 
visible form because they were dissatisfied with the 
Lord God and His dealings with them. They wanted 
things more than they wanted the spiritual blessings 


of God. Their covetousness led them to rebel against 
God. 


Christ has told us that if we seek first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, the other things (ma- 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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(CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY) 


CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


.. Of A True Picture of God 
John 1:1-18 


September : 


Our closing study in the current series will direct 
our attention to thoughts of God Himself. We have 
repeatedly heard that in Jesus Christ it is possible to 
see whatever man can see of God. To our physical 
senses God is invisible. But He has manifested — re- 
vealed — Himself. This is not to say that He has 
shown us all His Glory in the Lord Jesus Christ, for 
the Lord Jesus “emptied Himself” when He came and 
was “made of no reputation” and was “found in fashion 
as a man.” 


On the other hand, the Scripture tells us that He 
is the “brightness of His (Father's) Glory” and the 
“express image of His person.” And the Lord Jesus 
Himself said (John 14:9), “He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father!” ‘This is not to say that we 
are to look for the physical characteristics of God in 
the Lord Jesus: the New Testament carefully screens 
out every physical reference to Christ so that we will 
not associate anything about His appearance, His 
height, His bearing, His coloring, with Who He was. 
We are not to think of such things. And this is one 
reason why our Reformed tradition frowns upon the 
use of images — and even pictures — of Christ. 


His Person is set before us especially in connection 
with His dealings with people. And we are to know 
Him — and God — with respect to His attitude to- 
wards the rich and the poor, the proud and the humble, 
the sinners and the “good,” the blind, the lame, the 
halt, the suffering. For the one thing that the Almighty 
God wants us to understand is that His Son, Christ 
Jesus, is the Savior. The one thing about God Him- 
self that Jesus Christ manifests above all others is that 
God will save the sinner who puts his trust in Him. 
This is supremely disclosed in the Person and Work 
of the Lord Jesus. 


There could be many things about God that are not 
shown in the Person of Jesus Christ. But in the mat- 
ter of dealing with sin, that’s God. In the matter of 
dying for us, that’s God. In the matter of saving those 
that come to Him, that’s God. 


SOME ASPECTS OF GOD IN CHRIST 


In the earthly life of the Lord Jesus a number of 
things pertaining to His true Glory do not appear. 
We have no indication of His control of the universe, 
for instance. We do have some intimation of His con- 
trol over nature ... in the miracles He worked. But 
nothing of the vast sweep of the Glory of His Greatness. 
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That's part of the Glory that He shed before He came 
here. But there are some aspects of the Reality of 
God to be seen in Christ and these are mentioned in 
our Scripture. 


The Word (v. 1). This term, “Word” is often con- 
fusing. But I think we can understand it better if we 
think of it as a “plan of action.” A man’s word is his 
view on something. When a man gives you his word, 
he gives you the intimation of his mind. We name 
an authority and we speak of “getting his word” on a 
given subject. Now the authority’s word may be a 
ten-page document, but that would be his word .. . 
what he has to say about it. The “Word of God” is 
His plan for His creation, what He has done and in- 
tends to do for His whole creation. And that Word 
is Jesus Christ. 


Eternal (vv. 1-2). These verses clearly state that 
the Lord Jesus was “in the beginning with God.” | 
would call your attention to the fact that this reference 
is earlier than the story of Creation in Genesis. The 
opening verses of Genesis, you know, tell us that “In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
But these verses in John go far back of Creation. They 
tell us that before Creation the Word was with God. 
And that makes Him eternal. 


The term “eternal” is frankly beyond all human 
understanding. It is hard for us to understand any- 
thing without a beginning or an end. I can only give 
you a suggestion. For example, a circle suggests 
“eternity”. A line has a beginning and an ending, 
any way you draw it. But a circle has no beginning 
or ending, yet there it is. You keep thinking about 
that. 


We cannot understand eternity because our minds 
operate in time and space and there is no time or space 
with God. Everything is contemporary — now — 
with Him. Think of this, for instance, with reference 
to the life and death of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
the mind of God the Lord Jesus did not die 1900 years 


ago. Before the foundation of the world He was the 
Lamb that was slain... and right now it is thus with 
God. Events never get old with God. Everything is 


before Him at a single time, from beginning to end. 


You and I cannot grasp that thought, but it is the 
key to an understanding of many things, Predestina- 
tion, for instance. As far as we are concerned, the 
things of childhood are long ago and the things of our 
future are unknown. But God’s mind encompasses them 
both without consciousness of time passing. And He 
orders all. 


9° 


Creator (v. 3). 
to Jesus Christ. 


Still another aspect of God belongs 
This verse says that He was the Cre- 
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ator. This does not appear in Jesus of Nazareth, but 


it belongs to Him as God. 


Life Giver (v. 4). This verse tells us that Christ, 
the Son of God is the life-giver . . . both past tense 
(as we understand time) and present tense. 


Light of the world (v. 4, 5, 9). The Lord Jesus 
gives the light (that includes spiritual life and under- 
standing) to men. There is an interesting phrase in 
these verses: “. . . and the darkness comprehended it 
not.” This is not to imply understanding as if to say 
that the darkness could not understand Him. It is 
rather to say that the (spiritual) darkness into which 
He came could not encompass — grasp — the Light: 
the darkness couldn’t put the Light out. There’s an 
interesting thing with reference to light and darkness. 
No matter how dark the night, it cannot put out the 
light. And the darker the night, the brighter the light, 
no matter how small! These verses would say, “noth- 
ing in the world could put that Light out!” 


MEN MAY UNDERSTAND HIM AS GOD 


John the Baptist was sent to be a witness to the Lord 
Jesus, the Light of the world. In other words Jesus 
Christ was witnessed to (known) by men of God. He 
did not come into the world unheralded and unknown. 
There were people who talked about Him, who re- 
joiced in His coming. 


This is not to say that if you had seen Jesus of Naz- 
areth in person, walking down the street, you would 
automatically have been so impressed by Him that you 
would have come to believe in Him as God. Many peo- 
ple saw Him who were not impressed by Him in this 
way at all. Thousands of people saw Jesus of Nazareth 
and thought they only saw a countryman. They just 
saw aman. They didn’t see God. 


But some did see God. And who were these? The 
people who were trained in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. Not one of them recognized that Jesus of Naz- 
areth was the Christ except those who knew the Old 
Testament promises. Even after His resurrection we 
are told that only as He took the Scriptures and opened 
to them the Scriptures showing them all things pertain- 
ing to Himself were they enabled to believe in Him as 
the Savior, the One who was to redeem Israel. 


It is important to make this perfectly clear because 
in our day and time, among thinking people in the 
field of religion, we have a great many who spend their 
time trying to figure out what Jesus looked like as a 
human being and how He acted as a human being — 
people who would reconstruct the historical, physical, 
earthly life of the Lord Jesus Christ if they could. They 
can’t do that, of course. But even if they could, when 
they got through they would never get to the point, 
from that direction, of understanding Who He was. 
He is the One of whom Moses and the prophets did 


speak. 


I am making a great deal of this because when John 
came for a witness, he came to bear witness of that 
Light, that all men through Him might believe. “He 
came unto His own and His own received Him not.” 
His coming was rejected by the very world He had 
made. But some did recognize Him. Some did be- 
lieve in Him. And we are told that “to them gave 


He the power to become sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His Name.” ‘That word power is used 
here in the same sense as privilege: “To them gave 
He the privilege of becoming sons of God!” Which, 
by the way, they were not before they received Him, 
but which they became after they received Him. 


WHAT GOD IS LIKE 


Let us review these things, putting together all that 
we know of Jesus of Nazareth to see what God is actual- 
ly like — for the Lord Jesus expressly revealed God to 
the world. 


The tremendous fact which we must grasp if we are 
to understand Jesus Christ as a revealer of God is that 
in this respect — which is the only respect in which 
the Gospel writers are interested in reporting Him — 
He wasn’t what we are at all and He didn’t act as we 
act at all. There is nothing reported to us of this 
One which is of the nature of the ordinary kind of 
report which you might use to report a distinguished 
person to someone else. 


This One who manifests God had no fortune, He 
wasn’t rich. You know how we are about possessions 
— He accumulated no possessions. You know how we 
measure a man by His accomplishments — He had no 
accomplishments according to our measure. He was 
no author. He painted no pictures. He designed no 
buildings. He left no helpful inventions. He did 
not change farming . . . or industry . . . or medicine 

. or transportation. He led no armies. He wasn’t 
even an ordained clergyman. He was a layman. He 
wasn’t a priest, wearing a flowing robe, richly em- 
broidered, manifesting pomp and pageantry. 


Notice that in none of the things for which we praise 
men and count them great did He excel. Well, what 
did He do? He saved souls. That’s what He did. 
And do you know what that meant? God is more in- 
terested in a man’s soul than anything. He is more 
interested in my personal relationship with Him than 
in my social standing or my “rights” to happiness or 
my labor relations with my employer. 


The Lord Jesus had but one consuming ambition: 
to seek and to save the lost. That’s what He wanted. 
And no matter how tired and worn He might be, some 
poor, immoral woman of the street could engage His 
attention to such an extent that He would forget to eat. 
That woman of Samaria, who had 5 husbands and who 
was living with a man who wasn’t her husband: He 
graciously showed her that He was the Christ and that 
He had come for her. 


And by the way, in case you are studying your New 
Testament carefully, let me point out that you will be 
surprised how seldom He told anybody that He was 
the Christ. But He told that woman: “I that speak 
unto thee am He!” (John 4:26). He didn’t bother 
to tell the high priest. He didn’t bother to tell any of 
the prominent people of His day. But He told that 
poor woman. 


GOD ... AT OUR LEVEL 


Now all the awesome things that we have been say- 
ing about the Lord Jesus should not make us forget 
one final, important thing: The mighty God came to 
earth, but He came at our level. 
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He started out “a babe tender and mild.” His intro- 
duction into this world was in the form of a baby and 
of all the things in the world that are helpless a baby 
is about it. He was laid in a manger, you will remem- 
ber, lowly esteemed. I love to think that when Jesus 
Christ came into this world He came in such a way 
and in such a place that the least person in the world 
wouldn’t have any hesitation about coming into His 
presence. I tell you that there is no threshhold to 
step over when you walk into a stable. It is down on 
the ground floor. And the most humble soul is able 
to go and look in a manger. God humbled Himself 
and came down so low that I may never say that I 
couldn’t see Him. 


These things, too, pertain to Christ’s portrait of 
God: There was His special attention to the poor: 
that’s God. And if any one thing characterized His 
ministry it was the fact that He went about doing 
good: that’s God. He was gracious to all, regardless. 
The leper with whom nobody else would have anything 
co do was touched and made clean: that’s God. When 
they brought Him in front of arrogant people, He was 
submissive. He never fought to defend Himself. He 
was faithful unto death in His assignment. 


He was crucified for your sins and mine: that’s God. 
And He was raised from the dead for our justification: 
that’s God. He ascended into Heaven where He be- 
longs and is even now praying for us: that’s God. And 
He is coming again, “And every eye shall see Him, 
and the Glory of God shall be revealed.” For He is 
the Judge, the King of Kings and the Lord of all: that, 
too, is God. So in all things Jesus Christ is the unifying 
center of any true picture of God. 

* * * * * * 

Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 245. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 243, 244, 
245__. —_— -F 





YOUTH—from page 14 

terial things) will be added to us. When we covet, 
we say in effect that Christ was mistaken and that ma- 
terial things are more important than spiritual things. 
We are saying that the blessings of earth are more 
valuable than the blessings of heaven. We are saying 
that God is wrong about the things that are best or 
else He is unable or unwilling to give us the best 
things. Covetousness raises questions about God’s 
wisdom, about His ability, and about His goodness. 
The worst part of covetousness is what it does to our 
attitudes toward God. 





Fourth Speaker: 


The Tenth Commandment forbids a selfish way of 
thinking, a selfish way of living, and a selfish way of 
seeking after contentment. It is a commandment that 
ought to make us dissatisfied with ourselves rather than 
with our lot and with our God. Before we can ever 
find real satisfaction, we shall have to recognize that 
the fault lies within us and not in our circumstances. 


If the way to contentment is not through desiring 
and obtaining possessions, what is the true way? It is 
the way of the changed heart. The desire of the 
natural, unsaved man centers about himself. Covetous- 
ness is natural to those who are unsaved. The glory 
of the salvation of God is that our depraved natures 
can be changed. In Christ we are new people, and we 
have an entirely new outlook. For an unsaved person 
the aim of living is self-satisfaction, and that means 
covetousness. For a Christian, the aim of living is to 
satisfy God. We are pleased to please Him. It is only 
when we are pleased to please God that we find 
real peace and contentment. 


Most of us have already taken the step of faith by 
which we have become new creatures in Christ. We 
have actually experienced the “new birth” and we 
know that we are God’s children through faith in 
Christ. We have already tasted the peace which God 
promises to His own. On the other hand, when we 
honestly examine ourselves, we find that we still have 
many traces of the old, selfish, covetous nature. How 
many of us are truly contented all of the time? Do we 
not often find ourselves almost consumed with the de- 
sire for some thing or things? Do we not think that 
if only we had this or that we would be truly satisfied? 
Do we not discover ourselves being resentful because 
we do not have the things we desire? These are the 
attitudes that rob us of contentment. Surely, having 
given our hearts to Christ, we have started on the way 
to contentment, but many are the times we fall by the 
way. What are we to do? We can examine our lives 
by this commandment each day, we can confess our 
sins to the One who is faithful and just to forgive, and 
we can rededicate ourselves to Him Who is able to 
keep us from falling. When we do these things every 
day, we shall have found the way to contentment. 


Closing Prayer. 


Programs to .come: 
Faithful.” 


August 28: “God, Strong and 


A unit of four programs: “New Meanings for Old 
Words.” Sept. 4 “Sin”; Sept. 11 “Forgiveness”; Sept. 
18 “Salvation”; Sept. 25 “The Kingdom of God.” 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
Dormitories. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1047.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian 


hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. 


Fully accredited. 


Summer Session. 
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JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


MERIDIAN PRESBYTERY 
ASKS ASSEMBLY STUDY 
ON MARRIAGE STATEMENT 


MERIDIAN, Miss.—Meridian Pres- 
bytery re-opened the matter of mar- 
riage, divorce and re-marriage at its 
summer meeting and overtured the 
General Assembly to appoint a com- 
mittee to re-study the matter. The 
action was taken after the Rev. Mor- 
ton Smith presented a statement signed 
by a number of ministers in which 
they said they could not feel bound 
by the 1959 additions to the Standards 
of the Church on the subject. 


The signers indicated they did not 
feel the new statement to be solidly 
based on Scripture. 


The Presbytery received 
tion that Mississippi Presbytery has 
disapproved Synod’s June action to 
reduce from five to three the number 
of Presbyteries in the Synod. Infor- 
mation was also received to the effect 
that a meeting of Synod is being 
called, probably in September, to re- 
consider the action. 


informa- 





CAPITAL FUNDS INCLUDED 

IN MECKLENBURG BUDGET 

CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery has adopted a 1961 
budget of $681,860. Included is an 
authorization to borrow $70,000 for 
capital improvements. Of this amount 
$50,000 will be used to renovate and 
expand Camp Stewart, and $20,000 
will be used for Presbytery office 
space in the new building to be erect- 
ed on the grounds of the First Church 
of Charlotte. 


In a meeting at the Covenant 
Church here Dr. James E. Fogartie, 
pastor of the Myers Park church, 
was installed as moderator, succeed- 
ing the Rev. W. M. Boyce, Jr. 


Presbytery voted to drop a cita- 
tion against the Rev. Alfred Roberts 
of Charlotte, who had been cited to 
appear and explain why he was not 
performing the “regular functions” of 
a Presbyterian minister. 


The Rev. Edward B. Cooper of the 
Sharon church was named moderator- 
nominee for the stated fall meeting, 


PAGE 18 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


which will be held at Robinson church, 
Charlotte, Sept. 20. 


Received under the care of Presby- 
tery as candidates were: Fred Griffie 
from the Newell church, John Eddie 
Hill from the Sharon church, James 
Earl Thompson, Jr., from the Cov- 
enant church and Stephen White from 
the Plaza church. 





KOREAN FUNDS VOTED 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — In addi- 
tion to taking important action on 
the Congo situation reported else- 
where, the Board of World Missions 
at its July meeting also: 


—Appropriated $11,000 for the con- 
tinuation of work toward reconcilia- 
tion of two factions of the Presby- 
terian Church in Korea after hearing 
that the mission there rejected angry 
demands by the Korean National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals that the 
Presbyterian, U. S., missionaries 
abandon their position of neutrality 
and arbitration between the two fac- 
tions. 


—Heard that Church World Service 
shipped relief supplies valued at $111,- 
027 to Chile and spent more than 
$20,000 there for emergency pur- 
chases. 


—Approved a special vacation grant 
for Korean missionaries for this year, 
with the grant to be included in the 
regular budget in the future. 


—Announced publication of its new 
history of the Mexico Mission, ‘“Mis- 
sion to Mexico’, by Miss Alice Mc- 
Clelland and Mrs. Edith Wharton. 





PLAN CHATTANOOGA CHURCH 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Knoxville 
Presbytery has appointed a commis- 
sion to organize a new church on the 
northwest side of Chattanooga. The 
action was taken at the July meet- 
ing at Lake Hills Church after a 
petition signed by some 40 people 
was presented. 


The Rev. William Childress was 
elected moderator. The stated fall 
meeting of Presbytery will be held 
in the First church of Sweetwater. 


AUGUST 10, 


CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY 
ADOPTS $160,000 BUDGET 


ROME, Ga. — Cherokee Presby- 
tery’s 1961 benevolent budget totals 
$148,000. The budget, adopted at a 
meeting at Reynolds Miller church 
here, included 47.9 per cent for the 
work of the Assembly, 15.4 per cent 
for the work of Synod and 36.7 per 
cent for the work of the Presbytery. 


The next stated meeting of the Pres- 
bytery will be held Sept. 20 at the 
Rockmart church. The Rev. Byron 
Milton, pastor of the Acworth church, 
is moderator-elect. 





CHURCHES BEGIN BUILDINGS 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The North Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, a downtown 
church that has elected to remain 
downtown, has begun an _ extensive 
building program which calls for en- 
largement of the sanctuary, renovating 
the present educational building and 
adding a two-story wing to that struc- 
ture. 


Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., pastor, 
said the $750,000 construction pro- 
gram is expected to be completed by 
the fall of 1961. 


The new wing will have two front- 
ages, one facing North Avenue and 
another facing Peachtree. The new 
structure will provide a number of 
classrooms, additional offices, a I 
brary, kitchen, two elevators and oth- 
er facilities. Expansion of the sanc- 
tuary will add approximately 225 
seats, which means an enlargement of 
about one-third in seating capacity. 


NORTH AUGUSTA, S. C. — The 
Fairview church, the Rev. John Prid- 
gen, pastor, has broken ground for 
a new building that will include a 
sanctuary with a seating capacity of 
550, a parlor and eight new Sunday 
School rooms. The old sanctuary is 
to be converted into a fellowship hall. 
Cost of the construction and remodel- 
ing is to be $180,000. 


Miss Lila Williams will be added to 


the church staff Sept. 1 as director of 
Christian Education. 


1960 











Deetrenies 


2 Ie: 








a 268 o oe =F © 








it- 
nd 
WwW 


of 


h- 
1Cc- 


= 


25 


id- 
for 


lay 

is 
all. 
lel- 


to 








pe pra ER eS 


















inthe 8 











TRAINING FOR TRIUMPH 


VICTORIOUS LIVING, by ane 
Hutchings. Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 
Edinburgh. 127 pp. 8/6, ($1.50). 


This book is meant for young Chris- 
tians. It is an application of spiritual 
principles for Christian warfare as 
seen by the author in the Books of 
Joshua and the Second Epistle to Tim- 
othy. In his anxiety to avoid “the- 
ological language,”’ in order to be un- 
derstood by the “ordinary” reader, 
Mr. Hutchings has not altogether 
escaped the danger of paying too lit- 
tle attention to theology itself. 


Here and there matters of spiritual 
relationship are given too mechanistic 
a treatment as when Mr. Hutchings 
says, in connection with the story of 
Rahab: “God will make you the center 
of the scene, if necessary; for nothing 
but your rejection can prevent Him 
from saving you,” and a little later 
on: “There is no limit to the length 
to which He will go in His determina- 
tion to reach and save you — where- 
ever there is a seeking sinner, there 
always you will find God in the great 
act of salvation.” The impression is 
given, at times, as if salvation were 
merely God’s reaction to my believing 
instead of being altogether His deed 
of sovereign grace. Still Mr. Hutch- 
ings’ book should find a place on the 
Christian bookshelf, for he sounds a 
note which ought to be heard. 


—Ludwig R. Dewitz, Ph.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





SAINT PAUL: THE MAN 
HIS MIND, by Ernest White. 
shall, Morgan & Scott, London. 
pp. 10/6, ($1.75). 


Dr. Ernest White, a _ practicing 
British psychiatrist, has given the 
Christian public a very readable book. 
In presenting certain aspects of Paul’s 
personality and utterances within the 
framework of a psychological approach, 
certain well known facts appear in 
refreshing contours. There are por- 
tions of the book which seem to lay 
outside the particular theme which the 
author has chosen, but they too make 
useful reading. 


AND 
Mar- 
158 


Dr. White seems at his best when 
he deals with topics which are more 
closely related to psychological re- 


search as when he deals, for instance, 
with motives and conflicts marking 


the Apostle’s life. In a discussion of 
the seventh chapter of Romans he 
aptly comments: “Does this passage 
refer to his experience before his con- 
version, or to his experience after- 
wards? My own view is that it re- 
fers to both, but with this difference: 
that before his conversion he was 
fighting a losing battle, whilst after his 
conversion he was still engaged in con- 
flict, but now fighting a winning 
battle which will finally terminate in 
complete victory.” 


Dr. White does not try to “explain” 
Paul by way of psychology, but he 
uses the findings of psychology to 
stress certain aspects of Paul’s ex- 
perience as a Christian. 


—Ludwig R. Dewitz, Ph.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





THE THEOLOGY OF THE MAJOR 
SECTS, by J. H. Gerstner. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 206 
pp. $3.95. 


As the title suggests, this book is 
a theological description of nine pop- 
ular sects rather than their history, 
though the latter is indicated briefly 
to show the doctrinal development of 
each. The author, Professor of 
Church History at Pittsburg Seminary, 
is a thoroughly qualified theologian of 
Reformed conviction who handles his 
subjects with scholarly care. This is 
to the credit of anyone who deals with 
sects whose errors must be so obvious 
and even odious to the biblically dis- 
ciplined and enlightened mind. Chas- 
ing evil spirits is essentially gloomy 
business. 


The splendid information is to be 
read for its definition of a sect con- 
sidering, for example, whether Sev- 
enth Day Adventism should be in- 
cluded — as it is — and why add a 
chapter on Faith Healing, “mainly be- 
cause it is sectarian in spirit and basi- 
cally anti-orthodox’”’. (p. 14). 


Analysis of the perennial problem 
facing all cults, just how to prove 
their prophets right over against (oth- 
er) false prophets, brings this descrip- 
tion of their attitude: “Don’t try to 
prove, just assert.” 


An outstanding feature of the book 
is the Appendix with a rather detailed 
description of each sect on the basic 
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doctrinal points: the Bible, God, Man, in the life of a man in a plantation setting. 


Sin, Christ, Redemption, the Church, 
Future. This is also pin-pointed in a 
splendid one-page chart. 


The chapter on Liberalism is gen- 
erally excellent but deals with Neo- 
Orthodoxy too scantily considering its 
ravaging effects today, also with too 
indifferent a treatment. Still, this 
book is too fine, too truly superb, to 
permit little more than a favorable 
impression. Every minister and lay- 
man would enrich his library to have it. 


—Rev. Donald C. Graham 
Pensacola, Fla. 





ESSAYS ON SEGREGATION, ed. 
by T. Robert Ingram. St. Thomas 
Press, Box 35096, Houston, Tex. 106 
pp. n.p. 


If anyone is looking for an up-to- 
date presentation of the sociological 
question, this is the volume to se- 
cure. The seven essays are written 
on a high intellectual level. All of 
the contributors are clergymen in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. The 
Rev. T. Robert Ingram contributes a 
brilliant introduction to the whole 
subject and offers the fifth essay in 
the volume. 


All of the essayists recognize that 
this is not a simple subject and the 
main consideration is to find the will 
of God for the best social structure 
in our society. 


This volume is of tremendous value 
because it makes the issues reason- 
ably clear and applies solid arguments 
for the positions advanced. We are 
grateful to this fine group of Epis- 
copal clergymen, together with a bish- 
op, who have managed to speak forth- 
rightly concerning this thorny prob- 
lem that is disturbing many Chris- 
tians in our land. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


CONSISTENT CHRISTIANITY, by Mi- 
chael C. Griffiths. Inter-varsity Press, Chi- 
cago. 126 pp. Paper, $1.25. Speaking from 
spiritual as well as material perspectives, 
including sex, things, words and thoughts, 
the author discusses the various ways in 
which our Christian faith should affect 
everyday living. Of interest to young peo- 
ple. 


ON A LONESOME PORCH, by Ovid Wil- 
liams Pierce. Doubleday & Co., Garden 
City, N. Y. 237 pp. $3.95. A wholesome 
novel of the reconstruction days in the 
South, in which the emerging pattern of 
respect for human dignity is demonstrated 
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MINISTERS 


Albert W. Wood (H.R) has moved 
from Staunton, Va., to 2520 Court- 
land St., Richmond, Va. 


Walter Brown, Brent, Ala., will un- 
dertake a new church development 
in Florence, Ala. 


Dwight F. Zeller (Chap.), from San 
Francisco, Calif., to Sandia AFB, 
Albuquerque, N. M. 


Ralph Hensley, from Louisville, Ky., 
to Russellville, Ohio. 


Carl S. Miller, from Rockingham, 
N. C. to the St. Giles church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


T. Russell Nunan, Greenville, Miss., 
has accepted a call from the First 
Church, Montgomery, Ala., effec- 
tive Oct. 1. 


Earl S. King, Sr., 36 years in the 
Congo, has retii27d from Missions 
service and will become pastor of 
the Pelzer, S. C., church. 


Joe W. B. Brooks, from Rocky 
Mt., N. C., to the Westminster 
church, Spartanburg, S. C. 


Daniel K. Snyder, Badin, N. C. has 
accepted the call of the Pinetops, 
N. C. church, effective Sept. 1. 


Jesse M. Park, from Lucama, N. Eles 
to the Fountain and Falkland 
churches, Fountain, N. C. 


James B. Reaves, from Hickory 
Grove church, Charlotte, to the 
Fuquay - Varina church, Fuquay 
Springs, N. C. 


Lee Adkins, Sedgefield, N. C., has 
become Minister of Education in 
the First Church, Greensboro, N. C. 


Edwin R. Short, from Kansas City, 


Mo., to the First Church, Farming- 
ton, Mo. 


William W. Bloom, Nashville, Tenn., 
has become Presbyterian minister 
to students at SMU. 


Vernie L. Bartlett, from Dongola, 


Ark., to the Sylvania church, Ward, 
Ark. 


H. O. Freund, from Houston, Tex., 
to the Calvert, Tex. church. 


James W. Flanagan, Jr., from Sal- 
tillo, Miss., to the Byhalia, Miss., 
group of churches. 


James S. Mann, from Williamston, 
S. C., to the Northside church, Gas- 
tonia, N. C. , 


Robert D. Neese, Sr., from Cross 
Hill, S. C., to the Branford, Fla., 
and Melrose churches, 





CHAPLAINS’ ADDRESSES 


Please note that all Chaplains in 
the Armed Forces have the same ad- 
dress in the Alphabetical List of 
Ministers in the 1960 Assembly’s 
Minutes. Due to the constant 
changes being made by Chaplains, 
it was decided to list them through 
this central office. It should be 
understood that only First Class 
mail will be forwarded. Anyone 
desiring current addresses may se- 
cure this information from the Rev. 
James J. Alexander, 341 Ponce de 
Leon, N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 





LETTERS 
A CHRISTIAN NATION? 


The July 13 editorial, “The U. S. Is 
A Christian Nation,” by L. Ross Lynn, 
although fine in spirit, is historically 
in error. Historians estimate that in 
the year 1776, no more than one in 
three Americans was a _ professing 
Christian. None of the first four 
presidents belonged to a church. The 
Constitution is a completely secular 
document; the word “God” does not 
occur in it. All the colonies had 
“established” churches at one time or 
another ... Mass. did not disestablish 
until 1833. The movement to insti- 
tute Christianity as the official religion 
of America during the 1860’s failed 
. . . Would that we were a Christian 
nation! I pray that this nation may 
become Christian, not constitutional- 
ly, but completely. 


—(Rev.) Edward D. Robertson 
Austin, Tex. 


Mr. Robertson’s point is well taken. 
We sometimes tend to forget that 
there have been few true marriages 
of Church and State in American his- 
tory. However, though the political 
record shows no official religious con- 
nection, we must not therefore deduce 
that the Christian perspective is miss- 
ing from our history.—Ed. 
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DR. BELL WRITE A BOOK? 


I read Dr. Bell’s “When It Comes” 
in the July 20 issue and have read his 
anti-Communist articles before. These 
should be collected and printed in 
one book. Things like “America 
Wake Up” and When It Comes” are 
priceless. We have heard from the 
Roman Catholics (Fulton Sheen’s 
book), now why not a strong Protes- 
tant book? Who could do it better 
than L. N. B.? 


—Miss Inez Smith 
Alexandria, La. 





I always read with great interest 
Dr. Bell’s articles as they appear in 
the Journal, but “When It Comes” is 
one that should be read and prayer- 
fully pondered by every citizen of our 
beloved country. 


—B. W. Crouch 
Saluda, S. C. 
“When It Comes” has been reprint- 
ed in tract form. 25c doz., $2.50 
hundred. 





DON’T GET EXCITED 


Your clear, cogent editorials are 
particularly appropriate to our church 
in these days. I would especially com- 
mend you for that one in the July 6th 
issue entitled, “Don’t Get Excited, 
This Is Not Binding.” For a power- 
ful, penetrating analysis of too much 
of the Presbyterian ecclesiastical sys- 
tem, that editorial is just “IT!” 


—(Rev.) R. Clyde Douglas 
Jacksonville, Fla. 





THIS AND THAT 


Please enter me for a subscription 
to the Journal. I can’t go along with 
the policies of the Journal “crowd,” 
but don’t want to deny myself the 
benefit of the splendid theological 
articles that appear in your paper... 
Please mail to me at my home ad- 
dress. 


—N. C. Pastor 


back door, any old 
way, just so long as we get in the 
house. Far as we know, we are the 


JOURNAL “crowd.” —Ed. 


Front door, 





I think you are doing a wonderful 
job and I look forward to each issue 
and always pass it along to some 
friend who does not otherwise get it. 


—wWilliam A. Beaty 
Florence, S. C. 
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